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~ COSMETOLOGY BILL VETOED BY GOVERNOR CRIST ~

TALLAHASSEE—

The Florida Association of Beauty Professionals (FAB Professionals) received word that SB 996
was vetoed by Governor Crist today for the second year in a row. Last year, FAB Professionals
did not support the bill due to the large jump in cosmetology hours from 1200 to 1800 hours, the
implementation of an apprenticeship program and the creation of a new “hair stylist” license.

FAB Professionals worked closely with Representative Jennifer Carroll and Senator Stephen
Wise, both of Jacksonville, as well as other supporters of last year’s legislation to find a
common ground in this year’s session. A compromise was made to reduce the hours from 1800
to 1500, not allow language for an apprenticeship program, and to retain the hair stylist license.

“FAB members were worried about such a large gap in last year’s bill from the 1000-hour hair
stylist license to the 1800-hour cosmetology license and the hair stylist license not being valid in
a majority of the other states,” said Rick Wallace, Executive Director of FAB Professionals.

“We believe the real concern is the lack of training our nail and skin professionals receive here
in Florida. The bill allowed for an increase in hours and required them to pass a state board,”
Wallace stated. FAB Professionals is moving forward encouraging the industry to increase the
hours of nail and skin hours and self-implementing a national certification upon graduating from
school.

“This association will be working closely with our member schools to create the most effective
and up-to-date education programs for our incoming professionals. We have tremendous
support from the Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) and the
Department of Education’s Commission for Independent Education (CIE),” Wallace said.

FAB Professionals is waiting for another piece of important legislation to be signed by the
Governor. The DBPR’s HB 601 contains FAB Professionals’ amendment language that will
allow cosmetology students to receive examination approval while still in school. The law will
help the graduating students to secure an examination date closer to their completion of hours.

“FAB Professionals has done a great job in helping incoming students get to work faster by
offering an application review and licensing submission program. They have been averaging
around 17 to 22 business days for approval to take the examination,” stated Joanne Powers,
Director of the Salon Professional Academy in Tampa and Chair of FAB Professionals’
Executive Board. She added, “this legislation will only help get our students to work faster with
FAB's help.”

For additional information, please contact Rick Wallace at 850-580-4064 or go to
www.fabpro.org.
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